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SUB J : LAWYER GIVEN ONE YEAR SENTENCE 
REF: (A) BELGRADE 1305 (B) BELGRADE 1390 

1 . LAWYER SRDJA POPOVIC WAS SENTENCED ON MAR 10 TO ONE 
YEAR IN PRISON FOR SPREADING "FALSE INFORMATION" DURING 
DEFENSE OF DISSIDENT PROFESSOR. THE JUDGE OF THE COMMUNE 
COURT IN VALJEVO SAID THAT POPOVIC HAD USED HIS ROLE AS 
DEFENSE ATTORNEY TO SPREAD "FALSE INFORMATION WITH THE 
INTENTION OF CAUSING ALARM AMONG THE POPULACE". THE 
SENTENCE CAN BE APPEALED. 

2. COMMENT: POPOVIC CASE IS LIKELY TO AROUSE INTEREST IN 
CONGRESS. IT HAS BEEN CLOSELY FOLLOWED IN THE WESTERN PRESS 
AND RECEIVED ATTENTION FROM HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS 
LIKE AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL. POPO VIC'S CONVICTION IS 

A CONFIRMATION OF THE DANGERS OF DISSENT 
AS WELL AS AN ASSAULT ON THE YUGOSLAV LEGAL SYSTEM 
IN THAT IT BECOMES A PRECEDENT FOR PROSECUTING A 
LAWYER FOR WHAT HE SAYS IN COURT IN HIS CLIENT'S 
DEFENSE. (MIHAILOV'S LAWYER WAS THREATENED WITH 
PROSECUTION BUT NO LEGAL CHARGES AGAINST HIM WERE 
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